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\2Cor EN. v. 2. 


Er in thif de groan, eee, 1 
; b deſiring to be clothed up- 
on with our Houſe which 15 
2 hea Heaven. _. 


Shall have Occaſion to conſider 
what is moſt remarkable in the 
„Context, in the Progreſs of this 
| 5 Diſcourſe; and ſhall proceed 
1 immediately to the Words 
ebe In this we groan: Either in 
this Body, while we dwell in the earthly 
Houſe of this Tabernacle, v. 1. or elſe, up- 
this Account, and for this Cauſe, & J, 
With which the Word G&x/z will not agree. 
labour under ſo many Preſſures and 
Pifficulties i in this bodily State, that we can- 
hot but be uneaſy, ſo v. 4. While we are in 
bis Tabernacle, we groan being burthened, 
ole, the ſame Word with this in the 
WL cxt; we are ſtreightned, and preſſed with 
S Y Burthen of preſent Miſery. 
"WM: A 2 - Earneſt- 


. 1 xv. 


ſuitable to the heavenly State, and the glo- 
Mified Soul. The Apoſtle uſes the Metaphor 
of a Houſe and Cloathing all through this 


we are clothed upon with the heavenly Houſe. 
Some Interpreters incline to think the HM 
poſtle looked upon the Coming of Chriſt 48 
preſſion, not to put off the Body, but toy 


have it ſuperinduced, fwd Yozole: ; the Wong 


E bebe, to 22 4 upon e 
„ Heaven, or of E 


_ to the earthly Houſe tr =, 
Verſe ; and ſignifies the heavenly State 

Glory immediately upon the Diſſolution of 
the 4 hy Tabernacle ; and compleatly at 
the Reſurrection, when our Bodies will be 


Context: The Body is confidered 48 14 
Tabernacle and Garment of the Soul. And 


not far off; and that he deſires in this Er 


be, as it were, clothed upon the Body, or 


alludes to an upper Garment, which is ag 1 
over another, which ſeems favoured by v, ll 
F ſo be that being clothed, we ſhall nus "bs 250 


found naked ; or without any Body at alla 


as thoſe in the State of the Dead till . 
Reſurre&ion. And, v. 4. Not that wenn 
would be unclothed, diveſted of the Body 
but clothed upon. Which is agreeable, ral 
what he ſays of them, who ſhall rem 
at the Coming of Chriſt, that they fall 7 © 
Jeep, but hal be changed, W + þ 


n 
Ee this he eatneſtly deſired : He nok n. 4 
ak 1 ee but earneſtly defired : The one 
F reſpects the Uncafineſs 1 under which he la- 
bouted in this mortal and bodily State: 
The other the heavenly Houſe which he ex- 
ecke to be clothed with. And ſo it is as 
if he had faid ; In this Body we labour un- 
der conſtant Uneaſineſs of one Kind or an- 
other, which makes us groan for Delive- 4» 
fance and Releaſe: And we earneſtly deſire, 
to be better clothed, even with the incor-" 
* ruptible and heavenly Glory; the proper 
Perfection of Soul and Body. We groan 
within our ſeluss, waiting for the Adop- 
tion, to wit, the Redemption of our Bo- Nom. vill. | 
lies. * 
The Apoſtle in theſe Words expreſſes the 
ka of a ſincere Chriſtian in a double 
iew. | 


% 


bs 
Wy 


I. In their Gros while they are in the 

Bet under preſent Uneaſinels. 

II. In their Dejres of the heavenly Bleſ⸗ A 
© ranch. L 

3 1 ſhall a little ditintly repreſent them 
both, and briefly apply them in the Cloſe. 


4 I. Weareto conſider a Chriſtian's Groans 
while he is in the Body under preſent Un- 
'I P eaſineſs. In this we groan. And while 
bee are in this Tabernacle we groan bei 

* burthened. There are ſeveral Things which 
* render the bodily State uneaſy to ſincere 
I. Chriſtians; 5 


ei ( 6 L 922 1 
Chriſtians ; and to which the bodily Nature 
much contributes. I ſhall reduce them 
to two principal Heads: 1. To what the 
Body is the more immediate Seat and Sub- 
jet of. 2. To whatit further n to 
the Soul. * 
F. 1. As to what the Body is the more im- * 
mediate Jeat and Subject of. Of this Kind 
we may conſider the following Inſtances. 
1. The Weakneſs and Diſorder of the 
bodily Nature. It is naturally frail and 
mortal, and gradually decays and moulders 
away, tho no Diſeaſe, or Accident befal * 
it. It cannot endure long by its own Make, 
and has tlie Principles of Decay within it 
ſelf. It is a Houſe of Clay, whoſe Faun. 
dations are in the Duſt ; and an earthly 
Heſſel, which is ſoon broke, tho it have no 
Blow, or Crack: As a weak crazy Build- 
ing, wears out, and falls down at length, * 
tho' it is not ſhattered, or blown down by *Y 
a ſtormy Wind. 9 
But beſides, it is liable to many Diſor- 1 
ders: And conſidering the Contexture of a 
human Body; the Variety and Fineneſs of 
many of its Parts, and the neceſſary Con- 
nexion and Order of the whole; it is a 
great Wonder it is not oftner out of Frame, 
and ſooner diſſolved: As a ſingle Wheel 
or Pin of a Watch, out of order, diſturbs. | 
the whole Motion. 4 
How many Diſtempers is the bodily Na. 


ture liable to! Every Member of the Body 4 
18 ö 


NTT. T:.- 6 
. 
is ſubject to its proper Diſeaſe, and ſome- 
times many of them affect us at once. How 
much pining and dying Sickneſs, which cre- 
ates loathing of proper Food, fainting of 
Spirit, ſinking of Nature under its Burthen; 
which gives a Diſreliſh to all the Cotnforts 
of Life, and a continual Reſtleſſneſs in eve- 
ry Poſture and every Place? How many a- 
cute and violent Pains, which humble the 
gd duteſt Heart, and break the ſtrongeſt Con- 
W -itution ; when Nature is ſet upon the 
Rack, and all its Powers ſtretched to the ut- 
moſt, and ready to crack and fly? And 
Nature grieved and oppreſt, muſt needs 
groan and complain, when it is either pining 
under languiſhing Sickneſs, or ſmarting un- 
der the Torment of Pain. Holy Fob was 
not Impatient under all his Miſeries, till the 
Devil obtained Leave to touch his Bone and 
his Fleſh, and ſmite him with ſore Boils. 
The Diſorders of the Body made the pati- 
enteſt Man on Earth, curſe his Day. And Job iii. x: 
the P/almiſt complains upon this Account; 
0 Lord, heal me for my Bones are vexed, PAal. vi. a, 
amm weary with my groaning. * 
2. H/earineſs of Labour. The Chriſtian 
Life is a State of Warfare, as well as Fer- 
vice, and there are many Difficulties attend 
it in either Conſideration. Every Chriſtian 
is a liſted Soldier under the Banner of Chriſt, 
the Captain of his Salvation ; and ſtands 
-obliged to endure Hardneſs, and fight the 
good fight of Faith: He muſt fight his 
4 | YL Way BU 
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3 
Way to Heaven a Dec ions 
of his ag Enemies. We wreſtle with 
Principalities and Powers, as well as with 
Fleſh and Blood, and are engaged in a cloſe 
Conflict, and conſtant Contcntion ; and 
muſt Either conquer or be undone. We rum 
as thoſe in a Race, and muſt /o run as that 
we may obtain, and win the glorious Prize. 
We muſt forget the Ti hings which are be- 
hind ; and reach forth tothe Things which 
are before ; and preſs forward to the Mark: 
Which are Alluſions to the Olympick Games 
among the Greeks, and import great Earneſt- 
neſs and Contention of Mind. We muſt 
ftrive to enter in at the ſtrait Gate, and 
— againſt Sin : We muſt give all Dili. 
gence to add to our Graces, and make our 
Calling and Election ſure; and be found 
in the daily Performance of the difficult Du- 
ties of Self-denial, Mortification, and cruci- 
Hing the World; croſſing and — 
bodily Appetites and Intereſt; and uſing, 
upon proper Occaſions, Watching, and Fa = 
ing, and P rayer. = 
Now as — Study is a Wearineſs to the 3 
Fleſb, fo conſtant — breeds a Weari- 
neſs. There is the Toil and Fatigue of Du- 
ty, as well as the Comfort and Refreſhment * 
1 of it; and tho a Chriftian is not weary of | 
j Duty, and never ſays with the formal Jews, 
| What à Wearineſs is it? Yet he is of- 
ten weaty in Duty, and finds his Spirits 
Mat, xxvi. flag and faint: The "m :s willing, bath 
41. | 


| 2 1. Fifi is cans, as it was with the Diſci? 
ples themſelves; and the Apoſtle ſerved the 
| Lord with many Fears and Temptations Acts xx. 
which befel him; and they are ſaid to reſt 8. Rev: ah 
From their Labours hereafter, upon this Ac- 1 3 
count. 
3. The Aflictions and Sufferings of Life. 
We are liable to many Accidents of Evil 
and Calamities of Life, in this open State, 
= which affect and grieve the bodily Nature: 
The P/almift complains of his broken Bones. 
Many groan under the Streights of Poverty, 
or Diſtreſs of Want; and arc glad of the 
meaneſt Refreſhment from others Superflui- 
ties: As Lazarus lay at the rich Man's Door Luke xl, 
full of Sores, deſiring to be fed with the a0, 1 
| Crumbs which fell from his Table. — 
But the Caſe of this Kind particularly re- 
| ferred to in the Context is that of Perſecu- 
„tion: e are troubled on every Side——per- 
2 plexed — 7 ——always bearing a- 
out in our Bodies the Dying of the Lord Chap. ir. 8. 
—_= 72/5. This was frequently the Caſe of 
the firſt Chriſtians : The World hated them 
bLecauſe they were not of the World, but 
2 "8 £/9fen out of it; i. e. of quite another Spi- 
rit and Deſign: And they felt the Marks of 
their Hatred and Ill-will in various Inſtances : 
Bonds and Impriſonments did abide them 
in every Place; and they were ſometimes 
I ones, ſawn aſunder, ſlain with the Sword, 
' wanared in Sheep-skms, and Goat-skins, be. Hebxi.37 


F ing deſtitute, — tormented. 
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And 


— And he who will hoe 9065 in Chriſt Je- 
- fus muſt ſuffer Perſecution in one Kind 
or other from a wicked World : Every 
Chriſtian is obliged to fate up the Croſs 
and follow Chrift ; and to be content thro 
many Tribulations to enter into the King-. 
dom. He muſt ſtand the Shock of Injury 
and Violence, as well as Diſßonour and Re- 
proach, and be prepared in the Temper and 
Purpoſe of his Heart, to lay down his Life, 
as well as to ſuffer the Loſs of all, And 
this is a hard ſaying to Fleſh and Blood; 
and no Wonder if Nature ſhrink and recoil 
under ſo great a Preſſure ; tho' the Power of 
. divine Grace, and extraordinary Succours, have 
ſometimes enabled them, not only to endure 
them with Patience; but to rejoyce and glo- 
2 in them too. 
4 The Diſſolution of the bodily Frame. 
There is a natural Love in the Soul to the 
Body, ariſing from the cloſe Union, and 
long Intimacy together. The Body is one 
Part of our Conſtitution, and too often 
pampered and indulged ; and Death which 
is the Separation of Soul and Body, and a a 
rending the two Parts aſunder, muſt needs 
be gricvous; for it is the Deſtruction of 
our preſent Nature, and 4://ofuing the Houſe 
of our Tabernacle. And there cannot but 
be the natural Horror of Dying in the 
Minds of good Men, tho' they are delzvered 
by Chriſt from the Bondage of ſinful Fear ; 
as old Friends part with Regret, who ſhall 
fee one another's Faces no more. And 
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And ſometimes the actual Diſſolution is 
painful: It puts Nature into Agonies and 
Convulſions, and extorts, in a literal Senſe, 
many deep Groans: Eſpecially in vigorous 
Youth, and ſtrong Conſtitutions, it is the 
hardeſt Conflict of their whole Lives. The 
Struggles of diſſolving Nature are often ter- 
rible, and prove grievous and inſupportable 


co Standers by. The Apoſtle ſpeaks of 
= /ooſmg the Pains of Death; the Pangs and Ac i. 4 
= Throws which Death occaſions, as our D 


[Tranſlators plainly underſtood it. Sometimes 


W the Tenderneſs of dear Relations wound 


them deep, and make them ready to ſay, 


* 


What mean you to weep and to break My ag, wal 
Heart? And this is the common Lot of fab 21, 


len Nature, and the fixed Appointment of 
Heaven, to which the whole human Race is 
| ſubject, and there is 20 Diſcharge Jn this 


Warfare. 
F. 2. What the Body may farther occa- 


un to the Soul. And it ſeveral Ways oc- 


—_ Uneaſineſs. 


8 It is a great Hindrancè to our ſpiritual 
4 Artainments and to all our Improvements 


in Knowledge and Grace. Our Bodies are 
like a dark Veil over our Souls, or a dead 


Weight hanging upon them, when they aſ- 


pire and aſcend upward. The Care of the 


bodily Welfare, and the Violence of bodi- 


ly Appetite, often divert and miſlead us, and 
indiſpoſe for the diligent Purſuit of Know- 


s ledge, and the vigorous Exerciſe of Grace. 
When Martha was cumbered with much 


B 2 ſerving, 


R 15 29 
ſerving, and careful and troubled 3 na. 

' ® mny Things ; ſhe neglected the ane Thing 
needful, and the better Part, i.c. the great 
Opportunity of ſaving Inſtruction, and ſpi- 

ritual Improvement, "by the Preſence _ 
Converſation of Chriſt. 

How often do the Neceſſities and Plea. 

ſures of the bodily Life hinder a ſerious At- 
tendance on Means, and a wiſe Improve- 

ment of Opportunities: How often diſturb 

and interrupt the cloſe Attention, and re- 

| tired Exerciſe of our Souls: Cramp and con- 
- fine our Views; and check the riſing Moti- 
ons, and noble Ambition of our Minds ? 

We are apt to indulge to Sloth, and ſpare 

” our ſelves, and regret the neceſſary Pains 

of higher Improvement. We find a great 

deal of Darkneſs and Diſorder, not only 

from the Careleſſneſs and Inadvertence, the 
Prejudice and Prepoſſeſſion of our Minds; 

but from rhe Working of our Paſſions, and 
Gratifications of Senſe, under all the Means 

of Knowledge, and all the Helps afforded us. 

By this Means we are kept low in our At- 
tainments: e know but in part what we 

Ml ought to know, and our little Knowledge 
M often puffs us up. We are but of little 
18 Faith, and often ſtagger through Unbelief 
— under a difficult Trial, or dark Appearance 
| of Things; and find Ree to ſay, Lord, 
1 T e help thou mine Unbelief. We 
| tove but little, tho much has been forgiven 
ql #5. The . of Man often proves a Snare, | 
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and prevails againſt the Fear of God. We 
experience a Weakneſs in our Powers, and 


unſuitableneſs of Temper in holy Exerciſes ; 
and eaſily loſe the good Impreſſions, and 


find an Abatement of ſpiritual Vigour, in 


the moſt ſolemn Ordinances, and moſt 
compoſed Frame. And a ſincere Chriſtian 
who loves God with all his Heart, and va- 
lues his Image as the greateſt Good ; who 
deſigns his own Improvement under all the 


8 Means of Grace, and aims at perfect Con- 
formity to God; can't but be grieved under 


the Senſe of his low Attainments in the 
Chriſtian Life, and faint Reſemblance of 


God. The Weakneſs of their Grace, and 
Imperfection of their Service, are great Ar- 


ticles of Uneaſineſs and Complaint. 


2. It is a great Occaſion of Sin, as well 
as of Imperfection. The original Deprava- 
tion by the Fall is much interwoven with 
the bodily Conſtitution, and by the Laws of 
Union between the Body and Soul, the one 
is much affected by the other. The Un. 


= we:ldineſs and Diſorder of our bodily Na- 
ture betrays us into a great deal of Guilt. 


We indulge to many ſinful Gratifications, 
and ſinful Neglects, by bodily Appetite and 
Inclination, and bodily Eaſe and Conveni- 


ence; and the Body is often made not only 


the Occaſion, but the Inſtrument of Sin. 


We yield our Members Inſtuments of Un-Rom. vi. 


righteouſneſs unto Sin. We find a Liſt- 13. 
/eſſneſs and Wearineſs in holy Duties; the 
Rl Exerciſe 


PIR 


57 
Eakrcilt or unruly Paſſions which are often 


troubleſome, and difficultly reſtrained; the 


Power of our peculiar and ſpecial Corrup- 
tion, which may be called our own Iniquity; 
and the Sin which does: ſo eaſily beſet us; 

the frequent. Prevalence of. a carnal ; 
worldly Mind, innumerable Follies and. El. 


capes of Lifes and ſometimes groſſer Neg. 


lets and Commiſſion of Sin. There are 
many Workings of Corruption after all the 
Influences of divine Grace, and all our 
Watchfulneſs and Care. And ſometimes 
freſh Occaſions give a Revival to a latent 
+» Corrupjion, and renew the, ſpiritual Com. 
bat ; and a good Man's Soul is made the Seat 
of War, and Stage of .continual Conflict: 


Cn. v. 17. The Fleſh luſteth againſt the Spirit, and the 


Spirit againſt the Fleſh. How often. do 
Chriſtians complain, that they are not what 

they would be, and cannot do as they would: 

Rom. vii. For the Good that I would, I do not; and 
92 rhe Evil that I would not, that I do. I 
find a Law that when I would, do Good, 

Evil 15 preſent with me. And again; I 

find a Law in my Members warring againſt 

z. the Law in my Mind, and bringing me in- 
to Captivity. The Body of Death hangs 

about them, and cleaves to them, like adead 

Body to a living Soul. The holy Apoſtle. 

never complained of any of his Suffcrings, 

——24. as he did upon this Occaſion : O wretched 
| Man that I am, who ſhall deliver me from 

this Body of Death! And no wonder a 
229801 ſanctified 


or 


. 
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ſanctified Soul is weary and a luden with 
che Senſe of Sin, and heartily. grieved and 4 
ancaſy: with ſo diſagtecable a Mixture. MI 
The ſenſibie World round about us pow- 
1 erfully ſtrikes our ſenſible Natures, and 
proves a dangerous Snare. How often are 
we inſnared and entangled by ſenſible Good ? 
There! is ſomething ſuitable to all our Senſes, 
and proper to affect us every Way: The ä 
= Loft of the Fleſh, and the Luf of the Eyes, 1 John ii. 
and the Pride of Life, are ſuitable Baits to 16. N 
all the Powers of the bodily Nature. And 
ho difficult does it become to preſerve our 
Integrity in the midſt of perpetual Snares, 0 
and to . our r Jelves unſpotted From the 
Mord? | 1 
„ Beſides, it gives a great Advantage to the e 
Devils Temprations. We read of a Meſ 
er of Satan ſent to buffet the Apoſtle, | 
and it was by a Thorn in the Fleſh 5; by x Cor. xii. | 
W which ſome underſtand ſome painful bodily “ 
= Diſtemper ; and others à violent Tempta- 
tion. a reduced him to a great Diſtreſs, 
and made him cry thrice to the Lord for 
Help. The Devil takes the Advantage of 
gg our bodily Make, whether ſanguine, or me- 
lancholy; and knows how to apply himſelf 
| ſuitably to the different Temperature of the 
Body, and Circumſtance of Things about 
us; and is too often ſucceſsful to draw us in- 
do Sin, or diſturb us in the Performance of 
Duty; to perplex our Minds with Doubts and 
eg and deſtroy our Comfort and Peace. 
54128 And 
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And this is ſometimes aggravated by the 


* pleaſure. He is provoked to ſuſpend” his 
gracious Influence, and with-hold the Light 
of his Countenance, and former Manifeſta- 
tions of himſelf unto them. A thick Cloud 
gathers round about their Soul, and there ap- 

pears nothing but Frowns and Diſpleaſure. 
They groan ſometimes under the Senſe of 
divine Anger, as well as Departure from 
them: So holy Fob, The Arrows of the 

Job vi. 4. Almighty are within me, the Poiſon thereof 

drinketh up my Spirit, the Terrors of the 

Lord have ſet themſelves in Array againſt 
mie. And the P/almiſt often complains up- 
= on this Account in a very awful and affet- 

Pam ing Manner; Thy Arrows ſtick faſt in me, 

ii. 2, and thy Hand preſſeth me ſore ; there is no 


ger. I have roared becauſe of the Diſ- 
quiet of my Heart. The Anguiſh of his 
> Mind diſturbed all his Repoſe, and affected 
Plalm xiii. his bodily Health. And again, How long 
= wilt thou forget me, O Lord, for ever; 
| how long wilt thou hide thy Face from me? 
He thought it exceeding long ; and looked 
1 upon it as a kind. of Eternity, a Duration 
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pfim almoſt in Deſpair; Milt thou caſt off for 
Ixxvii. 7,1. er, Wilt thou be favourable no more; ts 
his Mercy clean gone for ever; hath God 
forgotten to be gracious ; hath he in Anger 
Hut up his tender Mercies? And this of all 

= other 
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& Offence to God, and the Marks of his Diſ- 


3. FSoundneſs in my Fleſh becauſe of thy An- 


which would never end. He ſpeaks as one ö 
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ö 7 Sela is an grievous to an * TW * 
Soul, Who es God above all, and places 
his chiefeſt Happineſs, i in his Favour. The 
Frowns' of an angry and diſpleaſed E 

cannot but give a gloomy Sadneſs, and Fir 
gent Grief to every Child of God. 

3. It expoſes them to many Ns. 

How many Calamities befal us by Accident 
= or Violence; by the Hand of Providence, 
or our own Miſtake ;, which create us great 


* 1 k + 


f W Uncaſincls in this bodily State ? Many Dif- 2 % 
> ME ficultics riſe up every Step of our Way, ank 1 
2 {io all the Affairs of Life. We are often 3 
* croſſed in our beſt Deſigns, and diſappointed = © 1 
.in our moſt pleaſing Hopes ; Things prove — ; 
e, : | otherwiſe than we wiſh after all our Carcs oe 9 
„ and Precaution. Man who is born of 4 jobs xiv, 20 
1: RE Pomar is of few Days, and full of Trou- 173 
"7 s | ble ; and born to Trouble as the Sparks fly | 

is | E . ards. This World is the Element of 
Trouble: Labour and Sorrow is a part of 


S 5 original Curſe, and the proper State of 


S 6 fallen Nature. | - 
2 7 And whilſt we dwell in this bodily State, : | | 
oe and ſtand allied to the World about us; we . 
n cannot but be affected with the Caſe of O- J 
5 thers, as well as of our Own. The frequent 4 
„ Diſorders and Diſturbance in the Courſe of _ | 
77 | publick Afairs, in which every Man's Intereſt * 
14 is concerned, often occaſion great Thoughts ' 

r. 7 Heart. The Caſe of the Church of 8 
411 od, eſpecially under violent Perſecutions, _ 


or great Degeneracy, is a very mclancholly 
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Reſſection to a good Man' s Soul. His Heart 


-Y trembles becauſe of the Ark of G; and 


he is grieved for the A Mictious of Joſeph; 


and is ſometimes ready to ſay, in the 1755 


Concern of his Soul; Can theſe 


__ ? What. wilt thou do for. 175 75 . . 


am ? By whom ſhall ab ariſe for he 

jall ? Tora, What will OE 72 the 
fiſh Generation > . Which way will Go, 
give 5 Revival to the truly Criltias Torre 
among us? When ſhall there. be greater 


Light, and Purity; greater Truth and Since 


rity; greater Peice and Love in the Chri- 
fian World? How often do the Weakneſs 
and Follies, the Raſhneſs and Miſtakes of 


good Men; the open and daring Impic- 


ties of wicked Men; the Contempt of divine 
Authority, and divine Revelations; the For- 
mality and Worldlineſs of Mind; the care · 


leſs Neglects, and cold Indifference ; % the, 


Uncharitableneſs and Animoſity, among 


Pſal. cxix. 


136. 


18. 


the Profeſſors of Religion afflict their, 
Souls, and make them ſay in a ſerious Re- 
tirement; Moe is me that I ſojourn in Me- 
ſheck, and dwell in the Tents of .Kedar ?. 
How ſenſibly touched was the holy P/ab 
miſt with this Affliction when he ſays; Ri- 


vers of Tears run down my Eyes, becauſe. 


they keep not thy Law ? The Apoſtle tells. 
the Philippians weeping, of the ſenſual and 


Philip, ii. worldly Enemies of the Croſs of. Chriſt : 


And juſt Lot vexed his righteous Soul from 


2 Pet, i. 8. Da y Zo Day with their unlawful Deeds. 


We 
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> Wie often _gtoan' under the Senle Ws o- a 


ther Men's Aﬀittions, when it may be, we 


have none of our own 3 if ever we are ſo 


happy 3 and ate called to weep with them 


who we mourn with them who mourn. 


| The Di elles of thoſe about us, and who 


are dear to us, is often a ſenſible Grief to 


| a tendet and generous Soul. God himſelf 


Is repreſented as being afflitted i in the Affi. 
ctions of his People : And the holy Apoſtle 


W could ſay ; Who is weak, and I ani not: on xi, 


weak ; who is offended, and I burn not? 
But of all the Troubles of this mortal 


State, nothing is more grievous than the 
Death of our Friends: When we are cal- 
led to part with an old Companion of our 
Fa. Lives; a dear and intimate Friend, in whom 735 
ve placed a Confidence, and took Delight; 
where there has been a long Acquaintance, 
and great Endearment; and many Ties of 
mutual Kindneſs: This is a ſad Interruption 
co all our Pleaſures, and abates the Reliſh 
of every other Enjoyment. It is a bitter 
Allay to all the Sweets of Life; and wrings 
many a Tear from our Eyes, and many a 
| ow from our Heart: We mourn and re- 
fuſe to be comforted, becauſe they are not. 


For what is the World when our Friends 
are removed out of it, and we are left as it 


were, to converſe with Strangers : ? 


4. The neceſſary Diſtance and Ab- 
ſence from the Lord. The Apoſtle diſtin- 
guiſhes and oppoſes theſe two: He ſets the 

C2 bodily 


(20 N 4 
4 bodily Life in this, World i in Oppoſit tion to 
being with Chriſt, v. 6. Knowing that 
.. _ while we are at Home in the Body, we are 
abſent. from the Lord; and v. 8. Willing 
rather to be abſent from the Body, and pre- 
ſent with the Lord. And he was in a 
| Ph Strait upon this Account, Having 4 de. 
. ſſre to depart, and be with Chriſt. We 
muſt depart from hence,. before we can be 
with the Lord; and quit the Body, before 
we can be in Re There is no enter- 
ing within the Vail till we are unbodied; 
we drop the Body in the Duſt in our Aſ- 
cent to Heaven; for Fleſh and Blood can. 
not inherit the K ingdom of Heaven; nor 

Co) orruption inherit Incorruption. 
And to them who /ove the Lord Jeſus 
Cbriſt in Sincerity, and place their Happi- 
neſs in being with him; it cannot but be 
an Uncaſi neſs to be long abſent and ſcpa- 
prov. xiii. tate from him. Hope deferred makes the 
122 Heart ſick; and the very Poſture of Ex- 
pectation has ſomething uncaſy in it. While Wk 
they are long waiting for the Son of God Wil 
from Heaven, and /ove his Appearance ; 
they are ſometimes ready to tire and faint 
with the Length of the Delay, and to ſay 
with the Mother of Siſera, Why is his Cha- 
5 riot ſo long in coming? And with the 
: Church; Come, Lord Feſus, come quickly. 
| ke Strength of their Faith, and Warmth 
of thcir Deſire, may reduce them to an un- 
caly Strait, eſpecially when their Capaci- 


tle 
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Opportunities more confined. The, clearcr 
Proſpects, and fuller Aſſurance, and moxe 
ively Foretaſt of the heavenly Glory, make 


a ind unwillingly abſent from the Lord; even 
Ze- hen they have leaſt Trouble and Suffering 
e From it; or enjoy the greateſt Abundance 
be We its Bleſſingss. | 
re II. I am to coal der a Chriſtian's Deſires 
er- f the heavenly Happineſs. He earneſtly 
d ; $ ſores to be clothed upon with his Houſe 
\(- hich is from Heaven, i. e. To be poſſeſs d 
n. f the heavenly Glory in the immediate 
07 MP rclence of Chriſt ; and the future Glories 

= 3 the Reſurrettion. But why does a Chri- 
us 0 tian ſo earneſtly deſire it; and what Account 
pi- n be given of it? 

be F. 1. There is the Weight of their pre- 
pa- ent Burthens. They not only groan but de- 
he e; and their Groanings breed Deſires. 
- ppreſſed Nature longs for Reſt and tho 
ile ? wery Chriſtian has not all the Reaſons of 
70d | Jneaſineſs before mentioned, and ſome 
e 3 1 1 lave much more of them than others; yet 


Ell have ſome; and commonly many of 
Shem : And the more of them fall to their 
| Phare, and the more uneaſy they are made 
by them; the more they deſire Deliverance 
and Eaſe. So that all the Inſtances of pre- 
nth Wſent Grief which make them groan, are ſo 
un- ¶ many Reaſons of their earneſt Deſire, and 


aci- abe them long the more for Heaven. It 
tits —_ would 


in gn are auch: abated, 0 their 


them. more heartily weary of the World, 


ug 


. be firangely Unnituval to oa 


them eaſy under ſo many Weights, and 
not to feel the Burthen which often lies fo 


| heavy, or not deſire Releaſe. 


F. 2. The Excellency of the heafenly 
State, or the Object of their Deſires. Eve. 
ry Thing ought to be deſired in Proportion X 
to its Degrees of Excellence, and what is 
really valuable and lovely in it. The Apo: 
file here particularly deſcribes it. He calls 


it the Houſe from Heaven; ſo it is oppoſed 


to the is, 7 Houſe of this Tabernacle 6 | 
The preſent Body is Ps in its Original Wl 


and Make, and in its Tendency and Hue: 5 


It is a Tabernacle of Clay whoſe Foundation ＋ 
is in the Duſt; and will return to the Duſt 
from whence it was. But the other will be 


a heavenly Houſe ; a Houſe from Heaven 
or of a heavenly Make and: Materials; ſuit-W 


able to the heavenly State, and glorified 
Soul. In the former Verſe, it is a Build 
ing of God; a divine Building, framed, 8 / 


and reared by the Hand of God. He is 
the Author and Efficient of it; and the 
 Workmanfhip muſt be anſwerable to its Au- 
thor; the Effect ſuitable to its Cauſe; that 


is, moſt Excellent and Perfect in its Kind; 

for all his Works are perfect. And, # is 
not made with Hands, like other Houſes ſt 
which partake of the Frailty and Weakneſs IM 

of the Maker, and are attended with Im- 
perfection and Inconvenience. And it 15 
_ in the Heavens An Houſe of a 


laſting 


(642 \+ 
* 


poſt i ing , "OT and endleſs Duration, which; . 
and Fil never periſh and decay; and will never 
s ſo he diſſolved and taken down. Our Lord, 


peaks of many Manſions in his Father's john air. 
Elouſe : As if every Believer would have a 2. 
iſtinct Abode of Reſt and Bleſſedneſs: Or 


tion Ney were to be diſpoſed of in ſeveral Apart · 
at is . ſuitable to their different State and 
yu roxement in this World. 

calls In Verſe 4, he. ſpeaks. of being clothed 
oſc on, 2 covered all = with 1 75 and Mar- 
acle. it being ſwallowed up of Life, And 
Final IE 5s Mortal 5647 fe on In- 


Worry ; and Death le ſwallowed up in 


ion Cory: Death will be utterly aboli ſbed, 
Da an antiquated Thing, quite out of Date; 
Il be ; 4 7 there will be wo more any Death, as 


re will be uo more any Pain. Even the 

pr: Part, or what was before Mortal of 5 
will become Immortal. e 

He repreſents the future State by a Pre- 9 

ce with Chriſt : Preſent with the Lord. 

e ſhall be brought into the immediate Pre- 

ce of Chriſt, and Sight of his Glory; 

© we hall be with him where he is, and Joha xvii, 

Wd his Glory. And the immediate Sight *4- | 

the glorified Redeemer will transform 
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t is r Souls into a. perfect Likeneſs to him, 
ouſes il 0 1 bags with unſpeakable. Satisfaction 
knefs When he fhall appear we ſhall, John ilk 
Im- 4 — Me Bow as he is :2. 


nd if ow tho we ſee him not, yet be. 
| mg 3 3 how much more when we ſee 
him, 
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tha. Us him, ſhall we rejoice with Foy ae brate 


ſuch a Hate and Preſence, ſo different from 
our preſent State, and ſo every way Deſirable 


more of the Joy o Hope, and find no more 


very one does not actually poſſeſs it, in the 
"ſame Degree the Apoſtle did; yet the Pre. 


the Chriſtian State ; and the higher Meaſures 
of it, what every Chriſtian i is obliged to de. 
. ſign and aim at. 


(449 


and full of Glory? And how Natural js it 
to deſire ſo Jes. a Good; and to long for 


and Excellent? It is a greater Wonder, in a 
juſt Eſtimate of Ty that Chriſtians 
who have the Hope of Heaven, have no 


warm and vigorous Deſires of ſo perfectiy 
excellent and agreeable a Good: That the 
far more exceeding and eternal Weight of 
Glory does not make Heaven more deſira. 
ble, as well as preſent Afflickions light ; 
that we can endure Life ſo eaſily, and bear 
ſo long an Abſence with Patience. Eſpe 
cially if we add | ; * 
F. 3. The peculiar Tenper of a Chri- 
ſtian's Mind with Reference to it. This i 
particularly deſcribed by the Apoſtle in this 
noble Context : I ſhall conſider the Force 
of the ſeyeral Expreſſions, and repreſent the 
genuine Temper of a real Chriſtian with Re. 
ference to the heavenly State. And tho e- 


Valence of ſuch a Temper is eſſential to; 


1. He deſcribes it by their Faith of the 
heavenly Bleſſedneſs. This he expreſſes in 


v. I. by Knowledge. Mie know that 
8 | Tie 


| the earthly Houſe of this Tabernacle is dif” 
ſolved, we have a Building of God, And. 
again, v. 6. Knowmg that while we are at 


Fee Home in the Body, we are abſent from the 
Lord. cid dee: knowing or conſidering it. 
able But how did he know it? Not by S7ght ; 
— a for it is inviſible: Not by any of his Sen- 
Ay ſes; for it is out of the Reach of them all: 
Ar But by Faith, which is the Evidence of © 
vo Things not ſeen: There is an Evidence in Heb. xi. g. 
5 11 Faith with reſpect to unſeen Things. Faith 
N of is never unreaſonable, but always the higheſt 
firs Reaſon. The Apoſtle ſays, Ve have known |, Jobnged}# 


I and believed: And with Reference to this 16 
d very Caſe he ſays in v. 7. We walk by Faith, 

not by Sight. fe 

Wee know it by Faith in the Promiſe of 

Cod, which is the Reaſon and Meaſure of 

Faith: And therefore the Apoſtle ſays, In 

hope of eternal Life which God who can- Tit. i. 2, 

not lie hath promiſed. This is the true 

Temper of a Chriſtian's Mind, to believe 

the Promiſe of God, and rely upon his 

Faithfulneſs : . They have not ſeen, and yet John xx. 

believe: And whom having not ſeen, yet *9* ö 

believing. They know there is ſuch a glo- Fer 

rious and excellent State, upon the Founda- 

tion of the divine Promiſe, with far greater 

Certainty, than they believe upon credible 

| Report, there are ſuch diſtant Countries, 

ene which they have never ſeen; and which yet 

no Man pretends to doubt of. 


the . | = A Chri- 
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Eph. : 


or mere probable Conjecture. 


great a Thing, 


1 
” to us ward who believe. 


ehen 
AChriſiian is able upon this Princip to 
ſay; © I am fully perſwaded and ſatisfied of 


the Truth of the heavenly State; and of 


« a future Happineſs after Death; and a 
ce glorious Exchange of the Body for the 
« Lord: If I am a true Believer I ſhall cer- 
« tainly enter into his Glory, and be admit- 
ce ted to a State of immediate Enjoyment 
upon the Diſſolution of my preſent Frame.” 
They deſire it upon certain Knowledge, and 
firm Faith of it ; not by uncertain Report, 
Hercupon 

2. There is their Preparation for it. This 
we have v. 5. Now he who hath wrought 
as for the 2 ſame Thing is God, who 
hath alſo given to us the Earneſt of his Spi- 
rit. He hath wroxght us for it, i. e. He 
hath fitted us for this immortal State, fram- 
ed our Minds ſuitable to it, and given a 
Diſpoſition and Make of Soul agreeable to 


* 


that glorious Place, and the noble Exerciſe 


and Enjoyments of it. They have a hea- 


venly Mind and Temper, and are made meet 8 


to be Partakers of the Inheritance in Light. 
The Form of the Expreſſion is deſigned to 
ſhew the Greatneſs of the Work, from the 
Conſideration of the Author of it: He who 


_ hath wrought us—is God, q. d. This is 


the Work of a God; an Act of divine 
Power. None but God is able to do fo 
to fit an apoſtate Soul for Hea- 


ven: It is the Working of his mighty Power 
"He 


of He adds, Who hath 44 given us the 
01 Barndh o of his Spirit, or the Pledge of En- 
a i joyment. The ſanctify ing Work of the di- 


he vine Spirit in preparing us for the heavenly | 

er- State; and his abiding Preſence with us; 

it- is alſo an Earneſt of Enjoyment: For why 
nt are we fitted for it at ſo great an Expence of 5 
=” Power; but to poſſeſs it > Shall fo great a 

nd Preparation be loſt, and prove in vain? In 


this Senſe we are alſo faid to be /ealed by 
im unto the Day of Redemption. And 
W how natural is it to a renewed Soul, and one 


Eph.iv.30. 


ht 8 torn from above, to tend thither, and deſire 
Lo to be clothed with the Houſe from Hea- 
ven; who both finds a Suztableneſ5, and 
TJe poſſeſſes the Earneſt of it ? Who is ſatisfied 
m- Pf his Title by his preſent Preparation? 
a ho can fay, I am perſwaded that neither 
to Heath nor Life—nor any other Creature Rom. vii. 
iſe all be able to ſeparate us from the Love 
ca- God in Chriſt Feſus. And I know in: Tim.i. 
et hm I have believed, and am perſwaded '* 
bt. at what I have committed to him, he is 
to ole alſo to keep unto that Day. 

he : Their Courage, or Fortitude of Mind. 
ho his is mentioned in v. 6. Therefore we are 
is | onfident ——knowing that while we are at 
ne Home in the Body, we are abſent from the 
ſo ord. And in v. 8. We are confident I ſay ; 
et- M>22517):, the Word don't import Perſwa- 
ver ion or Aſſurance of Mind, as our Tranſla- 

p tion would incline one to think ; but plainly 
He Courage or Boldneſs; an undaunted Spirit, 


2 | fear- 
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featels of 93 "Ie anifeltly re peas, 
as '% 755 by the Connettign ign, the Difficulty 

of Dying, or parting. with the Body. "The 
Caſc is plainly this; Death ſtands in the 
Way to Heaven, and we muſt paſs thro? 
the Grave to the Manſions of Glory. Death 
with all its Terrors muſt be firſt encountered 
and overcome; the preſent Tabernacle muſt 
be diſſolued, and e muſt be abſent from 
the Body before we can be preſent with the 
Lord. Why now, ſays the Apoſtle, we 
have Courage, and arc of good Heart; we 
don't flinch, or ſhrink from the Danger. 
We have Bravery ſufficient to ſupport our 


Minds in the Proſpects and Conflicts with 


Death; we dare to die, rather than not e 
with whe Lord. of; 

Tho' Death is naturally frightful, 4 is 
never Deſirable for it ſelf, for it is the great- 
eſt natural Evil: Yet it may be very reaſon- 
ably ſo, as it ſtands connected with ſome- 


thing elſe, and is conſidered by us as the 


neceſſary Paſſage to cternal Life. So that 
a Chriſtian can ſay z © Tho' ten thouſand þ 
C Deaths ſtood in the Way to the Preſence 
« of Chriſt, and Enjoyment of Heaven; 
<« would venture thro' them all, rather than 
be for ever detained, and 2 from them. 
% Tho I walk thro the Valley of the Sha- 
« dow of Death, yet will Z,. fear no Evil, 

« for thou art with me. I have got rid of 
« the Bondage of the fear of Death; and 
am watting for my appointed Cheng 

"© an 


* 


pont there is 
4. Complacen Ney,. or Willingaets,* 8 This | 
ſay, and willing rather to be abſent from the 
Body, and preſent with the Lord. Not 
only Confident, or Couragious, with re- 
| pelt to the Difficulties in the Way; but 
Willing rather. The Senſe hardly appears in 
our Tranſlation : The Word o ee ſig- 
nifies Complacency, or being well pleaſed. 
It is the ſame Word which is often uſed of 
the good Pleaſure of God, The Senſe i 1 
« We have a Complacency of Mind, 
W < Reliſhof Delight in the Fore-thoughts of 
= < the heavenly State, and the Expectation 
== < of the Houſe from Heaven. We pte 
is fer it to Life it ſelf; and chooſe rather to 
be abſent from the Body, that we may 
= © be preſent with the Lord. We have na- 
< tural Inclinations to the Body, and can't 
“ but love what is a Part of our ſelves: We 
_ © could be content to dwell in the Body as 
« well as other Men, if that would conſiſt 
with our proper Happineſs: But now, 
er <« 1n the preſent State and Conſideration of 
aan © the Caſe, and taking the Thing as it real- 


em, « ly ſtands; we rather incline the other 
ba. © Way, and our ſtronger Propenſity is to 
vil, leave it. This is what we approve in our 
| of * deliberate Judgment of Things: We are 
and cc willing to die, for the ſake of bein with 
ge, * the Lord,” ae ID 3: * 

and + And 


= = 


ce ** the Appoarenc of 2 Lord” Here ben: | | 


the " ApoBilc nddaig: v. 8. Me are confident I 
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1 (30 ) 
i: And this aroſe to ſuch a Pitch in 4 bey 
ili Apoſtle, that he was reduced to a Strait : 7 
renz. i. 28. am in a Strait betwixt two, having a De- 
1] fire to depart, and be with Chriſt, which-is 
Ji far better. His Willingneſs of further Ser. 
i: vice to the Church; and his Deſire of be- 
48 ing with Chriſt, preſs d hard on either Side: 
1 Only with this Difference, that others Good 
4 made him content to live; his own Deſires 
. were to depart, and That he accounted far 
4 better. And can they do otherwiſe than 
„ earneſtly deſire what is ſo agreeable and 
4 pleaſing to them; and what they manifeſt- 
Fi ly chooſe and prefer? They cannot but de- 
18 fire what is of all other Things moſt P/ea- 
. firable to their Souls, and the proper Satif- 
"1.18 faction of their higheſt Hopes. _ to 
| this 
Fl '# Their conſtant Endeauours. This 
' 18 we find in v. 9. Wherefore we labour, that 
44 whether preſent or abſent we may be accept. 
bi. ed of him: eva geg, well- pleaſing to him, 
i | and approved of him. His Favour is our Hap- 
* pineſs Living and Dying; in this World, 
0 4 and in the other. Now, ſays the Apoſtle, 
* we labour, or we endeavour : This is our 
i f « main View, and conſtant Care in all we 


ce do; what we make the Drift and Deſign 
* of our whole Lives, and to which we re- 
te fer every other Thing. This is the End 
of all our Endeavours and Diligence in 

ce the Chriſtian Life; of all our Attendance 
* on Duties and Uſe of Means; for this 
we 
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«« We ſtrive, and watch and pray.” So he 
had ſaid in the laſt Verſe of the foregoing 
Chapter: We loak at the Things which are 
not ſeen, for they are eternal: oxonwlav, 
This is our Scope; the Center of our En- 
deavours, and the Mark at which we alwayͤs 
aim. And he ſpeaks in this Senſe of, Seek- 
ing Glory and Honour and Immortality ; 
and, ſeeking another Country, that is, 4 
heavenly One; which plainly imports the 
Bent and Drift of their Courſe and Walk. 

I ſhall only further obſerve, That the 
= Word alſo imports Ambition, pious wedge 3 
and it is as if he had ſaid; This is the 
« higheſt Honour of which we are ambiti- 
= < ous, and what we propoſe as the proper 
Prise. We eſteem the Favour and Ac- 
(„ ceptance of God as the higheſt Point of 
8 < Honour ; and value his Approbation and 
Well. pleaſedneſs with us above the high- 


A 


; WE eſt Opinion of Men, and the greateſt 
- worldly Advancement.” The Apoſtle 
„ could ſay; But with me it is a very ſmall 
J- 8 Thmg that I ſhould be judged of you, or 1 Cor. iv. 
|, Rio Mans Fudement——but he who judgeth® 
„ nne is the Lord: Let me ſtand right in 
Ir ce his Account, tho' all the World condemn 
Ec « me; let me be approved of my proper 
n; < Judge, and I value not the Cenſures and 

e * Reproach of Men.” And can they chuſe 
d but deſire what is the End of their Faith, 

n or Chriſtian Courſe ; the very Deſign and 
e Buſineſs of their whole Lives to attain; and 


What 


S 


2 
— — 2 8 1 


* * * 1 * 


23 _ - 2. - x rec 
ES : 


-w—_ 


. 27 SPLICE Ser 


— 
— 
—— 4 ” 
— — SS 
— 2 — — REI , 
= Se . » — 


— —-— —— 
—— 


— - IS 


— — 


— 


>. —— — WS $4 _ 
. PT Ee. ee — 
— — De L 
— —— 
" 
— —— 
WY 


bY emp —— 
2 S - r r 
S , 
— N 
Dy 
— 


What they wind and tegard above every* Out- 


Life in this World; it is a State of Trial 


But then they have their Deſires too; they 


(32). 


ward GO? 1 
III. I ſhall cloſe this gadject with two or 

three practical Remarks very briefly. -. 
1. We may learn from hence, che Ve 
ture of the preſent State. It is made up, 
according to this Account of it, of Groans 
and Deſires: We groan under preſent Bur. 
thens, and deſire a future Happineſs. The 
one is the Fruit of fallen Nature, the other 
of the renewed Nature. The one is the 
Effect of the Curſe; the other of divine 
Grace. This is the State of the Chriſtian 


and Conflict, and of Preparation and Ex- 
pectation. We are either groaning under 
our Burthens, or longing and wiſhing for Wl 
Reſt. So little Reaſon have we to be fond 
of the Body which gives us ſo much Unea- 
ſineſs; or to take up our Reſt in this World 55 
which is not our Happineſs. 

2. The Difference between ſincere Chri. 
ſtians and other Men. They groan under 
their preſent Burthens indeed, and have 
ſometimes a larger Share than other Men: 


earneſtly deſire their Houſe from Heaven. | 
And it is a great Allay under our preſent 
Burthens and Sorrows, to have the Hopes 
of. the heavenly Reſt and Joy. 

But now wicked Men have Groans with- 
out Deſires : They groan under preſent Bur- 
thens too ; but have n no Deſires of the hea- 
, venly 


4339) 


vp State. They enjoy 'only the Good of | 
| this bodily-Life and State, and that is often 
mixed with Grief and Groans; and they 
have no Comfort under their Troubles, but 
whit this World can give them; no Deſires 
of a Houſe from Heaven, nor Faith and Fit- 
neſs for the heavenly State. When they 
quit the Body and leave the World, they 
loſe all the Good they ſhall ever have; for 
their Portion is inthis Life, and they have 
| their Reward here. So that their Caſe 
comes. to this: They enjoy their preſent 


v1 Good with many Groans, and leave it at laſt 


for eternal Sorrows. _ 
„ We ſhould look well to our Intereſt. 
in the heavenly Glory. We groan under 
preſent Burthens ; this is the common Lot 
of fallen Nature, and we find it true by ſad 
Experience. But have we carneſt Deſires of 
Heaven? We muſt quickly be unclothed : 
W 1 may invert the Apoſtle's Words; The Day 
W 2s far ſpent with many of us, the Night 
sat hand. Death will ſtrip us of all our 
preſent Enjoyments, and of our bodily Na- 
ture: Can we warrantably look tp be chk, 
ed upon with the Houſe from Heaven ; and 
to be received into everlaſting H. abitations, 
when the _preſenc Tabernacle is di Hol- 
ved ? | 
It infinitely concerns us to conſider the 

State we are in, as to the immortal Life of 
the other World ; and the Evidence of our 
Intereſt, Why according to the preſent 
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Temper of our Minds, ſuch is our Stare, 
and ſuch the Meaſure of our Hopes. I dont 


mean the flight and ſudden Motions of 
Mind; the riſings and workings of our Af. 
fections under the Power of preſent Con- 
victions of Mind, or great Afflictions of 
Life: They are fleeting and deceitful; and 
a very uncertain and unſafe Rule of Judg- 


ment: But what is the habitual, abiding, 


prevailing Temper of our Minds, Haye we 
the Chriſtian Frame before deſcribed, .con- 
ſiſting in Faith, Preparation, Courage, Com- 
placency, and Endeayours ? Be cxceeding 
Careful not to miſtake in a Matter of ſo 


great a Conſequence : And let me leave 


this important Thought with anſwerable 
Weight upon all your Minds; that it is not 
Names and Appearances will fir Men for 

Heaven. All our Privileges and Enjoy- Wl 
ments, all our Knowledge and Profeſſion, 
will ſignify nothing to this Purpoſe, with- 
out a right Temper, and a heavenly Make 


of Mind. Without this we ſhall be found, 


under the greateſt Advantage of Life, and 
higheſt Confidence of Mind, to have built 
upon a deceitful Ground; and ſhall meet 
with a ſad Diſappointment at laſt. 1 
4. The Happineſs of departed Saints, 
who are clothed upon with their Houſe from 
Heaven, tho the earthly Houſe of their 
T abernacle is diſſofued, They groaned here 
being burthened: And they earneſtly deſired 
the heavenly Reſt. And they are now de- 

. | livered 


EL 


peel from the Burthen of the mortal Bo- 
dy, and all the Groans and Sorrows it occa- 
ſioned. It is now with them according to 
_ Deſires: They have their own De- 
| ſire® They are where they would be. They 
would not change Worlds back again for all 
the World; or return into this frail Body, 
for all the Enjoyments of Life. They have 
the full Satisfaction of their higheſt Deſires, 
and the Perfection of their Felicity and Joy. 
And what Comfort is this to ſurviving 
Friends in ſuch a Caſe, to conſider their 
RNNeleaſe from the Burthens of Life, and the 
clothing of the heavenly Houſe : That they 
are now at perfect Eaſe, and in Filneſs 0 
J and that Mortality is SORTER * 
VL. 


1 And this leads me to ſpeak of my Fel 
W ccafcd Friend and Brother, the Reverend 
Mr. John Billingſley ; in whom both Parts 
of the Text were literally fulfilled : He 
| groaned under the Burthen of the mortal 
Body; and earneſtly deſired the Houſe from 
Heaven. I ſhall give you this ſhort Ac- 
count and Character of him; and ſhall pre- 
ſcribe this Law to my ſelf; to ſay nothing 
but what I believe is True of him, and may 

be for the Edification of others. ; 
| He was born at Cheſterfield in Darbyſhire, 
and was the Son of the ejected Miniſter of 
that Place; a Perſon of great Piety and 
Worth; and a dear and intimate Friend of 
red 2 1 
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the late Excellent Mr. Matt. Silo cler. wi 


* Vol. have a particular Account of him in Dr. Ca. 


lamys Abridgment; and an handſome La. | 
tin Epitaph drawn up by his Son. 

Our Mr. Billingſley was firſt admitted a 
Member of Trinity. College in Cambridge; 
and when neither his Inclination, nor Er 
cumſtance, allowed his longer Continuance 
there, he was placed under the Care of the 
famous Mr. Reyner of Lincoln; and had 
conſiderable Aſſiſtance afterward from his 
worthy Father, and his Uncle HHitlocb of 


Nottingham. He was ordained to the Mi- 


niſtry by Faſting and Prayer, and Impoſi- 
tion of Hands by his Father, the eminent 
Mr. Robert Porter, Mr. ohn Oldfield, ic 
Mr. Edward Prime, Mr. William Cotes, 
Names of Renown in that Country; 
and at the fame time with Mr. Fo. O/d- 
field, Mr. Samnel Cotes, and Mr. Samuel 
Roſe. 1 
6 entred upan the Miniſtry in the dark- 


eſt Times of King Charles the Second's 


Reign, as ſeveral other of our worthy Bre. 
thren alſo did, who yet remain among us; 
without any Proſpects of worldly Advantage, 
or even Opportunity of publick Service; 
and under the greateſt Difficulties, and 
Diſcouragement. His firſt Services were 
at Cheſterfield, on the Lord's Day Even- 
ings : He preached for ſeven Years at Jet 


| ſton, to a plain but ſerious. Auditory ; and 


afterward remoyed to — upon Hull, 
where 


* 8 


hr.) 


where lived ten Years with as great Uſe. 
falne(s, and Reputation, as any Miniſter in 
thoſe Parts. 


Providence of God directed his Settlement 
in this Place, with the Advice and Opinion 
of ſeveral worthy Miniſters his particular 
Friends. He continued among us about fif- 
teen Vears, and preached among us, as con- 
ſtantly as the frequent Returns of bodily 
Diſorder would admit. I. ever eſteemed 
him a great Bleſſing to the Congregation; 
and I believe he was thought ſo by every 
one in it. We lived together through that 
Courſe of Time in a perfect uninterrupted 
Friendſhip and Endearment: His Labours, 
and his Memory, will be always precious in 


S | my Account. 
7 As to his perſonal Chara#er ; he was a 


Man of great Sincerity and Plainneſs of 
= Heart; as remote from Guile and Deſign 
as any Man I ever knew ſo well. His Spirit 


was deeply ſerious ; and under an habitual _ 
Awe and Reverence of God. His higheſt 


Care and Ambition was to pleaſe God, and 
be accepted of him in all he did. He was 
a diligent Enquirer after Knowledge, and 
uſed great Application to inform his Mind, 


and fit himſelf for his ſacred Work. He 


was well furniſhed with the ſeveral Parts of 
ufeful Learning, and well acquainted with 
the antient and modern Languages, in 
which he took a particular Pleaſure, and 


Was 


on after his coming to this City, the 
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was 2 Iconkderable Critick. He was exceed. 
ing Humble and Modeſt under all his At- 
tainments, and had a natural Diffidence, 
and Diſtruſt of himſelf. He was alyays 
ready to receive Light from the rac 
Hand; and paid a great Deference to the 
Jadgment and Reaſons of other Men. He 
had learnt of his Lord to be Meek and /ow- 
ly of Heart, and lived peaceably with all 
Men in the ſeveral Places of his Abode: 
He had a natural Averſion in all Affairs to 
any Methods of Violence and Wrath. He 
was peculiarly remarkable for Tenderneſs of 
Mind, and a ſcrupulous Conſcientiouſneſs 
in all his Ways. His Converſation, thro' * 
a long Courſe, and many Trials, was un- 
blameable and exemplary. In Matters of 
Moment, which appeared at firſt View to 
have any Difficulty ; no Man was more anxi- 
_ ouſly Careful to ſee his Way, or more 
throughly ſatisfied in his deliberate Judgment 
about them. 

His Preaching was always Solid and Ju- 
dicious; the Reſult of mature Thoughts, 
and great Diligence, He never offercd to 
God that which coſt him nothing, or ſatiſ 
fied himſelf with ſudden and looſe Compo- 
ſures; he always did his beſt in the Circum- 
ſtance in which he ſtood; and never allowed 
himſelf in idle Neglects, or unguarded Li- 
berties, where he apprehended the Honour 
of divine Truth, and the Welfare of the 


Souls of Men, were concerned. His Man- 
ner 
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ner 4s Grave and Serious ; and fornetimes 785 
upon awakening and important Subjects, 5 


wo ſolemn and awful; ſuch as exceeding- 


ly e zaged the Attention, and affected the 
He of the Hearers. His Subj efts were 
the great Things of Gods Fae: -and the 


peculiar Doctrine; of the Goſpel ; which he 


had throughly digeſted in his Mind, and 
knew well how to repreſent to others. His 
uſual Method was to reduce his Subject in- 
to Propoſi, ztions, and then apply i it ſuitably to 
the various Caſes. | 

He ſpent ſeveral Winters in a Catecheti 
cal Evening Exerciſe on the Lord's Day to 
a numerous Congregation in the Heatt of 
the City; and went over in his Expoſitions 
both the ſhorter, and larger Aſſemblies Ca- 
techiſims, and the principal Points of the 
Popiſh Controverſy. Many, eſpecially of 
the younger Perſons who attended that Ex- 
erciſe, remember it with Pleaſure : God re- 
markably own'd and bleſſed his Endeavours & 
for ſound Inſtruction, and ſerious Impreſſi- | 
ons upon the Hearts of many. 

He was excellent in Prayer, and remark- 
able for Pertinence and Fulneſs of Matter 
upon ſpecial Occaſions. The many Op- 
portunities we have had of praying together 
in privare Families, and upon particular E- 
mergencies, have given very affecting and 
inſtructing Inſtances of it. 

He was tender of the Reputation of 


The Old- 
Jewry. 


; Tolle Miniſters, and greatly delighted in 


their 
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agreeable Entertainment than to comminni. | 
_ cate any Light and Direction, 


Bleſſing of ſeeing five Children grown up, 
and diſpoſed of in the World, who were 


their ere Nothing was 2 


zhich his 
own Obſervation and Experience had fut- 
niſhed him with: And he greatly r Mee 
in the hopeful Proſpects from the Terious 
Spirit, and excellent Accompliſhments 'of 
ſeveral of them. And younger Miniſters 


muſt be countenanced and encouraged; if 


ever we expect to keep up the Intereſt of 


Chriſtian Liberty, and Practical Godlineſs, | 
among us. He had himſelf the ſingular 


all Dutiful and Religious ; one of them is 
a worthy Miniſter, who is labouring in the 
Vineyard with great Acceptance and Suc- 
ceſs. 

He laboured under the great Infelicity of 
a crazy Conſtitution, which, he uſed to ſay, 
he brought into the World with him ; and 
was often exerciſed with Weakneſs and Pain. 
He has many a time gone into the Pulpit, 
without any comfortable Reſt the Night 
before, and groaning under the Burthen of 
the mortal Body. He uſed to repeat up- 
on ſuch Occaſions an Expreſſion he heard 
from the Mouth of an excellent Perſon, 
who was much experienced this Way; 


When we are Sick we groan, when we 


ec then, Health is our Snare.” In all his 


« are Well we luſt: Sickneſs is our Bur- 


long and yarious Exerciſe, he always ex 
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Reſignation to the divine Will; and was 
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only: tons, that his Faith and Patience 
"mig hold out to the End. 


nataral Temper was ſomettiing Me- 
ume holy and Timorous. When I diſcourſed 
_ with Rim coneerning his ſpiritual State, and 
future Proſpects, in his laſt Sickneſs; he 
#ſpake to this Senſe; I hope my Heart 
* 5 been right With God: I think I have 
« made it the Buſineſs of my Life to pleaſe 
him: I have an humble Confidence in 
« the Covenant faithfulneſs of a gracious 
« God; and the precious Merit of the Re- 
« deemer's Blood : But pretend not to 
“ Tranſports of Affection, and rapturous 
Joys, for, ſays he, you know my Tem- 
per and Make,” 

He had a profound Reverence of the 
_ glorious Majeſty of God: The higheſt 
Thoughts, and moſt ardent Affection to the 
bleſſed Redeemer : His Soul was full of 
Love to all good Men: And he poſſeſſed a 
ſettled Peace and Compoſure of Mind; nor 
did his bodily Weaknets, or fearful Tem- 
per, which ever made him Cautious and 
Humble, appear to diſturb his Peace, or 
give him Uneaſineſs of Mind. 

He had a large Acquaintance among the 
ſerious and judicious Part of the Town, of 
all the Denominations among us; and poſ- 
ſeſſed a general Love and Eſteem, I be- 
licve he is thought by all who Knew 1 | 
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are already Fallen lep we are haſtening 
apace one after another. God only knows 
whoſe Turn it will be next; and God grant, 
that whenever our Turn ſhall come, we 
may be found ready; and may be able to 
leave the World without uneaſy Fear, and 
with the well- grounded Ele 01 
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l E 8 do Pau live for ever, 
and your Fathers where are they? 
e are ſurrounded in this x Place 
WA ith the Graves and Monuments 
of many of them, Elder and Punger; and 
have ſeen this verified in ſeveral Inſtances 
of late. What is the Voice of this Provi- 
dence, when we ſee an open Grave, and a 
dead Friend and Brother before our Eyes? 
What does he who being dead, yet ſpeak 
to us? Is not this the Language to us all; 
Behold the Fruit of your Apoſtacy and Sin ; 
ee in me the Sentence of the Law executed, 
and the Righteouſneſs and Faithfulneſs of 
God to his Word: Duſt thou art, and unto 
Duſt ſhall thou return ; and Death hath 
paſs d upon all Men, for all have ſinned ; 
without Exemption to the beſt of Men. 
See the Frailty of Nature, and Uncertainty 
of Life. The natural Tendency to a Diſ- 
ſolution, and gradual Decay in every Con- 
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ſtitutim; beſraes the Diſeaſes of Body 


for Time is ſhort ;. and in a little while it 


poſes ; improve it with the greateſt Wise 


for another World, Make your Peace with ' 
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Accidents of Life. Conſider your =o 
and the Meaſure of your Days what it is, 
and know how Frail you are. What I an, 
that you muſt quickly be, the Joungeſ ud 
Strongeſt of you all. Where 1 am, There 
you muſt be in a little Time; a Spectacle of 
Mortality to others, as I am now to you. 
Improve your Time to the beſt Advantage, 


will be ſaid, And Time ſhall be no more. 
Time, the precious Talent of Life,  fiys 


ſwift, and ſpends every Moment ; and yet 


upon the Uſe of preſent Time, depends a 
whole Eternity. Every Man will be Hap- 
py or Miſerable for ever, according to the 
Improvement of the Time of Life. O fill 
it up. with proper Duty; ſquander none a. 
way in Idleneſs ; uſe it to the nobleſt Pur- 


dom ; redeem the Time becauſe the Days 
are evil. Prepare 0 follow, and provide 


an offended God, while he is in the May; 
fiy to the bleſſed Redeemer for Reconcilia- 
tion and Acceptance with him ; comply with 
the Terms of the Goſpel Covenant; beg the 
renewing Influence of the divine Spirit, and 
att in a Dependance upon his Grace ; labour 
after a weaned Heart from this World, 
and a heavenly Frame of Mind, and a grow- 
ing Meetneſs for the Inheritance of the 
Saints. Lay up in Store a good Founda- 

tion 
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Void on eternal Life; and may be found 
ready wher your Lord ſhall come; and that 
en he: ſhall appear at laſt, you may have 
"Confilence, and not be aſhamed before him 
at Coming. 

Conseive him . ſpeaking fo carne Sinners, 
who live in 4 ourſe of Witkedneſs and , 
Security ; in a ſtupid Neglect of God and 
their Souls, or with deceitful and preſumptu- 
ous Hopes; What meaneſt thou, O Sleeper, 
ariſe and call upon thy God, if ſo be that 
God will think upon thee, and thou periſh 
not. Awake thou who ſleepeſt, and ariſe 
from the Dead, and Chriſt will give thee 
Life. Recover your ſelves out of the Snare 
of the Devil, who are taken Captive by — 
at his Will, if God peradventure will giv 
you Repentance, to the Ae 
of the Truth. Break off your Sins by Righ- 
teouſneſs, and turn to God, without a Mo- 
ments delay: To Day, while it is called to 
Day, hear his Voice, and harden not your 
Heart. O that you were Wiſe, and would 
underſtand this, and conſider your latter 


7 God : Fear the Vengeance of eternal 
Death is near; behold the Judge 
ſtandeth at the Door. Truſt a faithful 
Friend, and long Experience; you will bit- 
terly bewail your paſt Neglect, and give a 
Lis 25 a Day of Grace, at the End of 
77 


3 t Concetve 


inſt 3-48 to come, aus you may 


End. Dare not to ſleep under the Wrath - 
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Conceive him un ſdoaking 'F, [FU YER c 
latives; Weep not for me, for all Tear | 
wiped away : 1 am caſed of all mi P 
and entred into Reſt” : There is no m tg 
Death, nor Sorrow, not Crying, ni any 
more Pain. After the Lalour — | 
of Life, ] poſſeſs fulneſs of Joy, and 
. ſures for evermore. It is no Uneaſmeſs 70 
be abſent from the Body, and leave the 
World ; for I am now preſent with the 
Eord, and with the S pirits of the perfected 
Juſt. - Remember the God to whom you 
have been devoted, your own God, and your 
Fathers God : Secure the Protection and 
Favour of your heavenly. Father, now: you 
have no Father on Earth; live in Peace, 
and the God of Love and Peace will be 
with you ; and dare none of you meet me of 
the great Day in an unrenewed State. 
Laſtly, Conceive him Speaking to his 
Brethren in the Miniſtry; O live and att 
like dying Men : Speak to precious Souls in 
the Name of Chriſt, as dying Men: Pray 
zo Goa, as dying Men, upon the Brink of 
the Grave, and in View of another World ; 
att in all your Adminiſtrations under the 
powerful Impreſſion of an approaching 
Change, and final Account ; with ſtrit? 
Sincerity of Heart; with great Diligence 
in all your Work; with Faithfulneſs to all 
with — you are concerned; with a warm 
Zeal. far the Glory of God, and the Good 
-& Souls; ; and with * Perſeverance 


* N 47 * „ 4 6 
e. Lie. Work the 
W 5 2 9 fiat who ſent you while iti8Day, . © 
Night cometh when no Man can work. 

tar me, I baue thro Grace fought the 

d Fight, a * finiſhed my Courſe, and 

eptthe Faith; I obtained Mercy to be 
faithful; and I have found Mercy of the 
Lord. Fear not the Difficulties in the Way, ® ' 75 4 * 
for Chriſt will be with you always unto the , 92 
End of the World. Be faithful to the — 
Death, and he will give you a Crown of 
Life: The. moſt. abundant Labour in the 
Lord will not be in vain. Angels will con- 
vey your departed Souls to Abraham's Bo- 5 
ſom ; and when the chief Shepherd ſhal! 
appear, you ſhall receive a Crown of Life 
1 fadeth not away. 
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